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Howard Bishop Middle School Band

                        1901 NE 9 Street

                        Gainesville, Florida 32609
August 22, 2011
Dear Bishop Band Parents:

WELCOME to another exciting year with the Bishop Band program.  I have many exciting plans for your children and I look forward to helping them continue their journey toward musical success.  

A new year means a new beginning.  With that in mind, I want you to know that, as your child’s band director, it is my goal to maintain open lines of communication between the bandroom and home.  The success of our band program relies heavily upon parental involvement.  That is where you come into the picture.  All of us have very busy schedules, but everyone can find at least an hour here or there that they are able to assist the band at some point in time.  There are always things that we will need help with…..just give me an e-mail or a phone call.  Any help you are able to provide is greatly appreciated.  The same thing goes with questions or concerns.  PLEASE….if something doesn’t sound right, if you have a concern, a great idea, or you just want to check on your child’s progress in band, give me a call or drop me an e-mail.
There are some important dates coming up that you are going to definitely want to mark on your calendar.  The band will need as much parental involvement as we can get.  Please plan on attending these events so that you can remain informed about band activities.
· If your child is a beginner, MANDATORY Beginning Band Orientation will be on TUESDAY, 8/30/11 at 7:00pm in the HBMS Bandroom.  If you have not obtained an instrument for your child yet, a representative from our local music stores will be on hand to help you obtain an instrument for your child to use in class.  Even if you already have an instrument, it is still necessary for you to attend. 

· If your child is in Concert Band or Symphonic Winds, MANDATORY Concert Band/Symphonic Winds Orientation  will be on MONDAY, 9/12/11 at 7:00pm in the HBMS bandroom.  A flyer with more details will be going home by next week.

Your child should also be giving you a copy of our August/September 2011 Band Calendar along with this letter  so that you can keep it posted on your refrigerator at home to keep abreast of what’s happening.  I also would like you to make good use of the band’s website, www.howardbishopband.com as everything we send home, for the most part, will be posted on the website as well.  
Sincerely,

Amy Beres

Director






---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Student Name _______________________________________________________________________

I have received the above “Welcome Back” letter & August/September 2011 Band Calendar from Ms. Beres, and am aware of the MANDATORY orientation meeting that I am supposed to attend with my child for their respective band class.  I understand that obtaining my signature and returning THE BOTTOM PORTION OF THIS LETTER ONLY is a homework grade for band class.

_______________________________________________________
_____________________________

Parent Signature







Date
Amy Beres, Director


Michael Gamble, Principal
